


ALASKA

Because our largest state still has secrets to reveal.
- And the best way to explore its remote spots and
cruising Tracy arm, in Alaska. - Njdden inlets is on a small ship, such as American Safari's
new 36-passenger Safari Explorer (888/862-8881; amsafari.com;
eight-day itineraries from $4,395 per person, double). The ship docks
in some familiar ports (Glacier Bay National Park), but it also ventures
to Elfin Cove, a native Alaskan village, and Petersburg, a small fishing
town that serves as a jumping—off point for backcountry hikes.

g
HAWAI

Because beach resorts

are more fun when they're

casual. Until recenthy,

the buttoned-up European look

of the Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua

(808/669-6200; ritzcariton.

com; doubles from 5499) was

strangely out of touch with

its tropical surroundings. Now,

after a SIB0 million renova-

tion, the hotel has lost the

chintzy curtains, faux Renais-

‘:.F”'I e arlwork, -.n’l*,- 5, the
fireplace in the library. The

446 quru_'.t rooms are h eezy

yet refined: kukui tree-pat-

terned area rugs co C

Brazilian ironwood fI._hL.r -

and wrought-iron lanais look

. out on the sland landscape

Because Palm Springs Modern will always be cool. California’s retro resort As they sav in Hawaii,

townis hu K aqain The mod renaissance Kicked off with Jonathan Adler's Na mea maikai-it's all good

f er Palm Springs (4200 East Palm Canyon '
-::D(){l !‘hep arkerpalmsprings.com; doubles from $395)

in 2004, A hotel boom has followed. In the last year alone, both the

Horizon Hotel and Colony Palms reopened after head-to-toe renovations,

and Portland's hip Ace hotel group is planning a desert outpost for 2009

Shoppers, meanwhile, have been pouring in from L.A. and San Diegoto®

hunt for furniture, design accessories, and vintage clothes from the cft!"f-,; -
thriving Uptown antiques district. And for those with'an eye'to the future =
(rathér than the mid-century past), there's the Backstreet Arts District
across from the Parker, with galleries full of works by up-and- -::ummq
painters and photographers.
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